




































































Mayor Stear returned to item 7.D. Resolution No. R88-2016 as part of Mayor/Council
Discussion.

(Timestamp 01:32:51)

Council President Jones asked City Attorney Richard Roats what his role is in the
COMP plan rewrite. He wanted to know if he should not talk about it until it is brought
before Council. He was not sure if he should treat it like a land use issue and avoid ex
parte communications.

Mr. Roats explained that Council Members should tread lightly in regards to anything
that has to do with a particular piece of property because it would be quasi-judicial. The
COMP plan rewrite is legislative and Council is free to talk to people about it.

Council President Jones asked about greenbelt lighting. He saw that items had been
purchased for that and was wondering if there will be legislation coming forward since
the greenbelt is closed after dark.

Mr. Roats responded that he and Parks Director Bobby Withrow will need to get
together as the lights are installed in order to coordinate opening up sections of the
pathway.

Mayor Stear added that staff is discussing the best way to add lighting to the greenbelt
extensions and to add greenbelt lighting into park standards and street lighting
guidelines.

Council President Jones asked about the leash ordinance regarding Nicolson Park. He
had a few people approach him about it. When it was last discussed it was decided to
temporarily require dogs be on leashes while the City looked into what other cities are
doing, specifically Boise, in terms of allowing dogs off leash during certain times. He
wanted to know if that was still happening or if that was no longer being investigated
and Nicholson would permanently be an on leash park.

Mayor Stear said he did not think anything different had been done at Nicholson yet
because the issue is with it being a fishing pond. Most of the other cities that have
fishing ponds do not allow dogs off leash at those ponds. The City would like to get the
dog park up and running to provide an off leash park for dogs but it is certainly open for
discussion if anyone has any ideas or preferences on it.

Council President Jones said it did not matter to him. He just wanted to follow up on the
topic. He will let people who ask him about it know that the goal is to do the off leash
area through the dog park and Nicholson Park will probably not be off leash at all.

Mayor Stear added that he feels fishing ponds are not the best place to have dogs off
leash. It was his preference to get a dog park up and running. The dog park may not be
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the end all be all of dog parks due to its size but it will be a good start for the City of
Kuna.

Council Presdent Jones asked the Council if they wanted to keep Nicholson an on leash
park permanently.

Council Member Buban-Vonder Haar said she did not have a preference either way. If
there is a dog park it seems like that would cover the needs to have an off leash area.

Parks Director Bobby Withrow shared that his department is working at Nicholson Park
to put a fence in to separate the pond area. That area would be no dogs allowed at all and
on the other side, towards well 5, it is more of a natural area where dogs will be allowed
off leash. As for other parks, Boise does have the same issue at a couple of their ponds.
They handle it a couple different ways. Dogs are not allowed in areas with geese and
ducks that have hatchlings every year and, if dogs are allowed, it is strict on leash with
people walking around writing tickets. In some areas they encourage people to let their
dogs off leash for part of the year to chase the geese away for a little while. It just
depends on how bad the situation is. Ada County does the same thing. They are very
strict with their leash rules as well and they do not like dogs around the ponds that have
wildlife.

Council President Jones summarized that dogs off leash at Nicholson Park is not being
ruled out and options are still being looked into.

Mr. Withrow said that is correct.

Council Member Cardoza asked Mr. Withrow where the splash pad would be located.
Mr. Withrow said he has talked with Mayor Stear and a lot of the other directors. The
consensus is to put it where the dirt lot is behind City Hall where the old BMX track
used to be. The thought is that putting it in the main park would make it too cluttered
and, for what the City wants to do, it would not be big enough. The section behind City
Hall allows the City to start from scratch and do exactly what is wanted.

Council Member Cardoza asked about ample parking.

Mr. Withrow said yes, there would be ample parking.

Council Member Cardoza asked about lowering the hills and putting grass and the
splash pad in.

Mr. Withrow said yes, he is hoping to have a concept plan ready for Council to approve
at the next Council Meeting so the project can get started.

Council Member Cardoza asked if the pond where the dog park is going would be

available for dogs to swim in.
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Mr. Withrow said yes, it would be accessible to dogs and people.

Council Member Cardoza asked if the dogs would be separated from the people since
children would be swimming in the pond.

Mr. Withrow said there would be a little bit of separation. The beach area will be
humans only and the southern and western banks will be dog friendly.

Council Member Cardoza said there is an ordinance that says dogs can’t be within 100
feet of playgrounds but that doesn’t seem to deter people from walking their dogs in the
park downtown. He asked who enforces that ordinance.

Mr. Withrow said he thinks the police do.

Council Member Cardoza asked Police Chief Justin Dusseau if they get calls for that.
Chief Dusseau said very rarely.

Mr. Withrow added that in Boise they have a clerk’s office that walks around and writes
leash tickets. They came up with a way to give a staff member the ability to write tickets

that can be enforced.

Council President Jones asked if there was any consideration of public input for the
splash pad.

Mr. Withrow said absolutely and he will try to get more public input before moving
forward.

10. Announcements:
11. Executive Session:

12. Adjournment: 7:45 pm

L. Stear, Mayor
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